
St Francis of Assisi 
A Jubilee Year

Feast Day 4th October





Pope Leo has declared a special Jubilee Year for St Francis of Assisi 
10th January 2026 until 10th January 2027 



2026 marks the 800th anniversary of St Francis of Assisi's death 
in 1226.

Pope Leo XIV declared that it will be a special Year of St Francis 
in which we are all called to become saints in our world, 
following St Francis' example. We are called to model a holiness 
of life and witness to peace

Pope Leo has said:

"This Year of St Francis spurs all of us, each according to our 
possibilities to imitate the poor man of Assisi, to form ourselves 
as far as possible on the model of Christ... may the hope that 
has seen us as pilgrims now be transformed into zeal and 
fervour of active charity."

The Year runs from 10 January 2026, the closing of the Jubilee 
Year "Pilgrims of Hope", until 10 January 2027.

CAFOD





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkfG_Uk_M4E

St Francis was a peacemaker and a man of faith 
who loved all of God’s creation. 

Listen to the story of St Francis and the Wolf.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkfG_Uk_M4E




Prayer: The canticle of the sun 
Extract from Canticle of the Sun, by St Francis of Assisi

Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,
all praise is yours, all glory, honour and blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong;
no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.

We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun,
who is the day through whom you give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,
of you Most High, he bears your likeness.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars,
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.
We praise you, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air,
fair and stormy, all weather's moods,
by which you cherish all that you have made.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.
We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night.
He is beautiful, playful, robust, and strong.

We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth,
who sustains us
with her fruits, coloured flowers, and herbs.
We praise and bless you, Lord, and give you thanks,
and serve you in all humility.

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray
er-resources/canticle-of-the-
sun

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/canticle-of-the-sun


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X4tv19Muk4

A prayer from St Francis based on Canticle of the Sun
CAFOD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X4tv19Muk4


Novena to Saint Francis
Nine brief reflections asking St Francis of Assisi to pray for us 
and our world, based on his beautiful Canticle of the Sun, 
which celebrated its 800th anniversary in 2025.

These reflections of penitence and praise inspire us to care for 
the earth and our most vulnerable brothers and sisters.

Join us in prayer in the nine days leading up to the Feast of St 
Francis of Assisi on 4 October, or at any time during the special 
Year of St Francis in 2026.

CAFOD
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/novena-to-st-
francis

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/novena-to-st-francis


https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/celebrating-10-years-of-
laudato-si

Pope Francis chose his Papal name in 
honour of St Francis. He was inspired 
to show how important it is to look 
after our common home and God’s 
wonderful creation. https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-

resources/laudato-si-for-children

https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/celebrating-10-years-of-laudato-si
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children
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